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riness.     The sense of social wrong, the brooding disposition, the imaginative temperament, the wayward will, the excitable, impatient, imperious nature — these lines of character were coming out, fainter or stronger, in the moody, self-conscious boy, and he found himself alone and left to his own will. His foster-father was liberal in a worldly way, his foster-mother considerate, forgiving, and faithful, but in spirit as in blood he was of a different strain from them; his kindred were unknown to him, his teachers were the merest pedagogues, his companions cast in another mould.    It is not meant that all usual attention was not given to him.    He was mot neglected, nor were his surroundings unpleasant.   Mr. Allan, although he had not yet settled in a house of his own, belonged to the most cultivated and agreeable society that Virginia knew in the days of her old-fashioned and justly famed courtesy and hospitality, and a childhood spent in association with such gentlemen as Edgar constantly and familiarly met could not fail to be both pleasant and of the highest utility in forming both manner and pJaaraeter.   A boy, however, is little sensible of the value of such surroundings, and in the unfolding of Ms heart J?oe may, amid all such mere kindliness, have misled what to a child of genius was of far Hand© <j<m8ecfuenGe, — responsive sympathy, and the 'Se&T&t widersfeanding that springs from love.    He was, however ,ib happened, a lonely boy.
Under these, circumstances there is no inherent the thick walla, «lwphority whatever to sxipport it.
